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THE ALPINE CLUB OBITUARY : Election 
Heurtley, Rev. C. A. . . . . . . I868 
Backhouse, Henry . . . . . . I 876 
Holmes, E. G. A. . . . . . . I876 
Schuster, Sir Felix 0., Bt. . . . . . I877 
Brulle, Henri . . . . . . . I885 
Cornish, Theodore . . . . . . I 890 
Gabb, F. Baker . . . . . . . I897 
Lauper, Dr. Hans . . . . . . I929 

HIMALAYAN ExPEDITIONS. A telegram announces that NANDA 
DEVI, 25,66o ft., the highest peak lying completely in British territory, 
was ascended on August 29 by two members Messrs. N. E. Odell 
and H. W. Tilman of the Anglo-American party. This ascent 
constitutes the greatest feat so far accomplished in the Himalaya. The 
party \vas composed of 1\iessrs. Houston, Emmons, Loomis, Carter, 
Peter Lloyd, Tilman, Odell, and Graham Brown. Mr. Shipton, return
ing from the attempt on Mt. Everest, is accompanying a survey
expedition into the ' N anda Devi Basin,' which at length is to be 
properly mapped. 

A letter from Professor Graham Brown, dated July 3 I, from the inner 
rim (of the ' Basin '), announced the second forcing of the Rishi gorge 
and the arrival of the party on one of the southern buttresses of Nand a 
Devi, with 6 Sherpas, I I Mana porters and 40 days' rations. The 
appearance of the mountain is stated to be most impressive, while the 
party is filled with admiration at the first forcing of the tremendous 
gorge by Messrs. Tilman and Shipton in I934.l The first-named has 
now reaped a full reward, but equal credit is shared by all. 2 

We understand that a Japanese party, mountaineering in Garhwal, 
failed in an attempt on NANDA KoT, 22,530 ft., to the S.E. of Nanda 
Devi, but was successful in a second effort. 

The French attempt on ' Hidden Peak,' 26,470 ft., in the KARA
KORAM, ended like that on Everest in complete failure. As in the 
latter, bad weather, prevalent before August, was the chief deterrent. 
A height possibly of 23,000 ft. was attained, while considerable 
difficulties were encountered. The party returned to Skardu on July I 3, 
all well. 

The route attempted was by the southern (central) buttress. Other 
details will be found in La Montagne, I936, pp. 30I-5 ; 350-1. 

SIKKIM. A telegram from Bombay dated October 4 announces the 
first ascent of SINIOLCHUM, 22,625 ft., by Herr Bauer's party, consisting 

1 A.J. 47· 58 sqq. 
2 A pleasant touch was given by the first telegram announcing success no 

names were mentioned at all. 
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of himself and our member Karl Wien, Dr. G. Hepp and Herr A. 
Gottner. Siniolchum, with its precipitous and ice-fluted sides,3 has 
long been pronounced by eminent judges as one of the most beautiful, 
as also most formidable, peaks in the world. We must congratulate 
the party on a really outstanding feat. Herr Bauer's party of German . 
mountaineers has received leave to re-attempt Nanga Parbat in I 93 7. 

In that year also, we learn that an Austrian party will visit the Hima
laya. Their activities will be directed against peaks of 2o,ooo-22,ooo ft., 
an extremely wise decision and one ensuring, doubtless, the fullest 
possible results. 

We understand that an unexpected and impassable bergschrund 
defeated an attempt on SIMVU, ca. 22,750 ft., in Sikkim, by Mr. M. 
Pallis's party, but the mountain was climbed later by Bauer's party. 

REMARKABLE ExPEDITIONS IN 1936. ' Mystery Mountain' (MT. 
WADDINGTON), 4 Coast Ranges, B.C. First ascent of S.E. (highest) 
peak, by Messrs. Fritz H. Wiessner and House. 'The climb was very 
interesting and difficult ; the lower part of the mountain gave good 
ice and snow climbing, the upper part consisted of 1000 ft. of extremely 
difficult rocks. Objective dangers were manifold, but it was possible to 
overcome them with correct timing and by taking all precautions . . . 
the region round Mystery Mountain reminded me somewhat of parts 
of the Mont Blanc group.' F. H. W. 

MT. MoNARCH, I 1,700 ft., in the eastern part of the Coast Ranges, 
was climbed for the first time by our member Mr. Henry S. Hall's 
party.- The party was met by Mr. Wiessner's, on its way to Mt. Silver
thorne, the highest peak in the Kliniklini valley. Silverthorne { 9700 ft.) 
was duly climbed for the first time. The Kliniklini Glacier (30-35 
miles long) is almost certainly the largest S. of Alaska. The party was 
chased by grizzlies ! 

MoNT PELVOUX (Pointe Puiseux) was climbed in August direct from 
the Glacier Noir by M. Maurice Fourastier's party. 

GRANDES }ORASSES. The' Tronchey,' or S.E. arete, was climbed by 
Signor T. Gilberti with the Courmayeur guide Eliseo Croux. 

FuoRCLA ScERSCEN-BERNINA.5 Mr. William Williams's 1885 route 
was at last repeated by two Swiss Herren Calonder and Honegger·
during August. The ice wall alone required 5 hrs.' step-cutting, and the 
party considers it the steepest in the Bernina. No pitons were used. 

PoRTA RosEG P1z ScERSCEN Piz BERNINA CRAST' AGUZZA. Miss 
Ursula Corning with Alexander Graven and Simon Rahmi traversed 
the above from the Tschierva hut and the N. slope of Porta Roseg. 
Miss Corning made in addition the ascents of PIZ BADILE by the N. face 
and of the }UNGFRAU by the N.E. arete. 

3 See the famous Sella photograph, A.J. 20. 170, reproduced in this 
number. 

4 See A.J. 41. r6o-6, and especially 47· 296-9, with remarkable illustrations. 
5 The Scerscenscharte of the S.A.C. Climbers' Guide (Kurz). See, in general, 

A.J. 43· 319-23; 44· 103-7, illustrated. 
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KINGSPITZ (Engelhorner) was climbed :by its extremely di~cult 
E face by Fraulein M. Luthi with Hermann and Hans Steurt on 
A~gust 19. The start was made from the A.A.C.B. hut in the 

, 

( 

PJ:o:o, Frl. M. Luthi.] 

Kr~GSPITZ, SHOWI~G I 936 ROUTE. 

0 chsental, whence the peak appears and is most formidable. The climb 
was accomplished in 6! hrs. (See sketch-map, A.J. 41. facing 27.) 

CAUCAsus, 1936. Through the courtesy of the Editor of CE.A.Z. we 
are furnished with a list of the remarkable expeditions accomplished by 
the Austrian D.u.CE.A.-V. members last summer; 

• 
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TIKTE~GEN, 15,267 ft. First ascent of W. an~te and first traverse in 
3 days. Herren W. Frauenberger and H. Raditschnig. 

SHKARA, I7,o38 ft. Traversed to JANGA, E. peak, I6,527 ft., in 
5 days, with 3 bivouacs above I 5 ,ooo ft. Herren Frauen berger, F. 
Krobath, F. Peringer, Raditschnig, R. Schwarzgruber, G. Wolfgang. 

DYKHTAU, I7,052 ft. Traversed to KHRUMKOLTAU, I4,637 ft., 
including first ascent of Dykhtau, E. peak, and first ascents of all the 
elevations to Mishirgitau, vV. peak and including both peaks of latter 
mountain, previously climbed, ca. I6,350 ft. T£me : 6 days, with 4 
bivouacs at about I 6,ooo ft. Herren Frauen berger, Krobath, Peringer, 
Raditschnig. 

Three days later the journey was resumed from Khrumkoltau and 
the first traverse made to KosHTANTAU, I6,88o ft., in 5 days, thus com
pleting the traverse of the entire ridge, Dykhtau- Koshtantau, 8 kilo
metres long, with ups and downs of 3000 ft. The complete expedition 
took eleven days. 6 The same party + Schwarzgruber Krobath. 

GESTOLA, I 5,932 ft. First ascent by N. face in 3 days. Herren 
Schwarzgruber and Wolfgang. 

KATUINTAU, 16,296 ft. First ascent by the N. buttress in 4 days. 
Herren Krobath and Wolfgang, with the two Stuttgart climbers 
Schaefl:"er and Schweizer. 

ELBRUZ, I8,470 ft. Herren Schwarzgruber and Frauenberger. 
Vienna was left on June 28 and regained on September 4· The expedi
tion was led by Dr. Schwarzgruber. Much bad weather was encoun
tered, while the ascent of Katuintau (Freshfield's ' Saddle peak ') by 
the N. face is stated to have been extremely difficult. 

It is hoped to publish a full account in the following number. 

FREAK EXPEDITIONS AND ALPINE CuRIOSITIES. Unpleasant variations 
of ancient routes in some cases not to be differentiated from former 
lines were achieved on the S .W. face of the Aiguille Blanche 
de Peteret, Mt. Blanc du Tacul, and in the neighbourhood of the 
Grivola-Gran Paradiso. 

In the Bernina W. wing, Punta Pioda (Leslie Stephen's Punta della 
Speranza) was reached by an absurd route from the N.7 In the Ortler 
district the insignificant Grossa Pala di Ghiaccio (sc. Gr. Eiskogel) is 
awarded a possibly new variant on its N .E. flank but devoid of any 
importance. In the Dolomites further outrages are reported on the 
long-suffering N. faces of Cime di Lavaredro (sc. W. and Kl. Zinne) 
and Langkofel, whilst the yearly' most difficult climb in all the Dolo
mites' is claimed both for the S.W. face of the Marmolata and a 
pinnacle of the Sorapis massif ! All these are described in the foreign 
Alpine Press under the captions of ' brilliant activity and fresh 
victories; great exploitation of Grades 5 and 6, superior.' 

Two members of the Hammer and Nail Co., Unlimited, were 

6 See sketch-maps, pp. xo8, I I 3· . 
7 There are no fewer than three routes up Monte Disgrazia, a few hundred 

metres to the S.E., all from theN. 

.-
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ca1nped at Alpiglen during tvvo months this summer. 1~hree attempts 
in all were made to climb the Eigerhornli, 8 No. I (point 2706, S. map), 
from the E. A ladder of pitons is said to have brought them on one 
occasion to within roo ft. of the top of the great precipice. Both 
scramblers were reported missing at about the same time as the Eiger
wand disaster. They have, however, since been traced. 

THE LATE FREDA Du FAUR. The death of Miss Du Faur occurred 
last year in her native country, Australia. Her mountaineering career 
started with a chance visit to the l\1t. Cook district in 1906. She returned 
there in 1909, and from then till 1913 spent many months each year 
with Peter Graham as her guide and n1entor, going from strength to 
strength and achieving a long list of ascents, which she later described 
in her fascinating book, The Conquest of ]}ft. Cook. She was the first 
lady to climb the three greatest of New Zealand peaks, lVIts. Cook, 
Tasman and Sefton, and the clin1ax of her career was the first traverse 
of the three peaks of Mt. Cook with Peter Graham and Darby Thomson 
in her last season. She seems to have had a preseiitiment that this was 
the end of her climbing career. Whatever the reason, she forsook 
completely the pursuit, which had given her such pleasure and such 
success. The 1\1 t. Cook district in her time had some resemblance to 
the Swiss Alps of sixty years ago. Virgin peaks were still numerous, 
bivouacs frequent, ladies not yet emancipated. Her book, notable for 
its freshness and enthusiasm, \Vill long keep green the memory of a 
dauntless lady grappling successfully with the obstacles put in her way 
by Nature and other members of her sex. 

H. E. L. P. 
HENRI BRULLE. We regret to announce the death of this most 

distinguished veteran, which occurred at Chamonix as the result of 
frostbite in an attempted ascent of Mont Blanc at the age of 82. 
M. Brulle had been a metnber of the Alpine Club since r885. It is 
hoped to publish an obituary in a future number. Messages of sym
pathy from the Club to his family have been transmitted through the 
C.A.F. 

HERR LoRENZ SALADIN. We regret to announce the death in his 
fortieth year of this Swiss mountaineer) which occurred this summer 
in the Tien Shan range. Herr Saladin had joined a Russian party in 
an attempt on Khan Tengri, ca. 7000 m., on the Chino-Russian 
frontier. Caught in a blizzard during the descent and delayed by slow 
and incompetent companions, he was badly frost-bitten, dying later 
from blood-poisoning. 

Herr Saladin with a mentality akin to Russian first became 
known through his two Caucasian expeditions in 1933 9 and 1934· 
He contributed an interesting article on the latter in A.J. 47· I 12-18. 
He also made several first ascents in the Pamirs in 1935.10 

· 8 See, in general, S.A.C. Climbers' Guide, Berner _..\lpen, iv, 2nd edition, 
pp. 145-so. 

9 A.J. 46. 360-70. 10 Die Alpen, 1936. 
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GERMAN MouNTAINEERS IN ENGLAND. A party of seventeen German 
climbers, including our member Dr. Rickmers, led by Dr. W. Hartmann, 
arrived in London on June 27. The party, composed of members of the 
' Bayerland' Section of the D .u.ffi.A.-V., was entertained to tea at the 
Alpine Club on June 28. It was unfortunate that, owing to the date 
and short notice of their arrival, so little could be done by the Club 
towards receiving these very \velcome guests. 

The party afterwards proceeded to Wales and Cumberland for some 
rock-climbing. It is to be hoped that the visit will be repeated. 

A return visit was paid by British climbers, under the leadership of 
Mr. F. G. Balcombe, to Munich on August 23- September 5· Several 
ascents were made in the W etterstein and Kaisergebirge ; the party\ 
received a great welcome in Bavaria. 

MR. PETER GRAHAM, the distinguished ex-guide of New Zealand, 
visited Great Britain and the Alps accompanied by Mrs. Graham. 
Unfortunately, he encountered weather reminiscent of the Southern 
Alps at their worst. 

S.A.C. HuTs IN I935. The total number of visitors to I I6 huts 
amounted to 85,572, an increase of Io98 compared with I934· The 
Britannia hut proved the most popular with 3462 visitors, whilst 
the Baltschiederklause attracted but 66. The percentage of S.A.C. 
members works out as 35. 4, compared with 36 ·I in I934· 

A JuBILEE AscENT. M. Maurice Paillon, the famous veteran, made 
the ascent of the Aiguille de la Grande Sassi ere on August 2 5, the 
anniversary of his ascent in I 886. The view was superb, but M. Paillon 
notes a great diminution in the glaciers, notably on the W. an~te, 
which, in I886, barely emerged from the neve and is to-day a broad 
scree slope furrowed by a path. We wish our member many further 
Alpine Jubilees. 

CLIMBERS' GuiDES. M. Marcel Kurz will publish the new edition 
of Alpes Valaisannes, vol. iii, about January I937· His Mont Blanc, 
4th edition, I935, is now on sale for 35js. (French) at the C.A.F. 

R.G .S. FouNDER's MEDAL, I936. His Majesty the King has approved 
of the award of the Royal Medal to Mr. G. W. Murray for his long
continued explorations and surveys in the deserts of Sinai and Eastern 
Egypt. 
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